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ANOTHER DISCOURSE
Bharatanandji, whose acquaintance the reader will
make in another column, demurred to the compliment given
to his countrymen, the Poles, by Gandhiji. "You say that the
Poles were 'almost non-violent'. I do not think so. There
was black hatred in the breast of Poland, and I do not think
the compliment is deserved."
<cYou must not take what I say, so terribly literally.
If ten soldiers resist a force of a thousand soldiers armed
cap-a-pie, the former are almost non-violent, because there
is*no capacity for anything like proportionate violence in
them. But the instance I have taken of the girl is more
appropriate. A girl who attacks her assailant with her
nails, if she has grown them, or with her teeth if she has
them, is almost non-violent, because there is no premedi-
tated violence in her. Her violence is the violence of the
mouse against the cat."
"Well then, Bapuji, I will give you an instance. A
young Russian girl was attacked by a soldier. She used her
nails and teeth against him and tore him, so to say, to pieces.
Was she almost non-violent?"
"How can it cease to be non-violence, if offered on the
spur of the moment, simply because it was successful?"
I interposed.
"No," said Gandhiji almost inadvertently.
"Then I am really puzzled," said Bharatanandji. "You
say there should be no premeditated violence and no capa-
city to offer proportionate violence. Here in this case she
by her success proved that she had the capacity."
"I am* sorry,3' said Gandhiji, "that I inadvertently
said 'no3 to Mahadev. There was violence there. It was
equally matched."
"But, then, is not intention ultimately the test? A sur-
geon uses his knife non-violently; or a keeper of the peace
uses force against miscreants in order" to protect society.
That too he does non-violently/' said Bharatanandji,
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